
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN COBBERDOG SOCIETY 

www.australiancobberdogsociety.com  

Code of Ethics 
 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Code of Ethics is to establish the ethical principles expected of members involved 
in the breeding and placement of Australian Cobberdogs. 

Members of the Australian Cobberdog Society are custodians of the breed and are expected to act in 
a manner that promotes the long-term health, welfare, temperament, and sustainability of the 
Australian Cobberdog. 

Compliance with this Code of Ethics is a condition of membership in the Australian Cobberdog Society. 

 

2. Commitment to the Breed 

Members involved in breeding must prioritise the improvement and preservation of the Australian 
Cobberdog in accordance with the recognised breed standard. 

Breeding decisions should consider: 

 • health and genetic soundness 
 • stable temperament 
 • structural correctness 
 • preservation of breed type 
 • long-term sustainability of the breed. 

Members must not engage in breeding practices that compromise the integrity or welfare of the 
breed. 

 

3. Welfare of Dogs 

Members must ensure that all dogs in their care are treated humanely and provided with appropriate 
standards of welfare. 

http://www.australiancobberdogsociety.com/
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Dogs must receive: 

 • proper nutrition and access to clean water 
 • appropriate veterinary care 
 • safe and hygienic living conditions 
 • appropriate exercise and enrichment 
 • socialisation appropriate to the age and development of the dog. 

Breeders must raise puppies in an environment that supports their physical and behavioural 
development. 

 

4. Responsible Breeding Practices 

Members must act responsibly when planning and undertaking breeding activities. 

Members must comply with the breeding requirements, health testing protocols, and registry rules 
established by the Australian Cobberdog Society. 

Breeding should only occur where the breeder has the capacity to properly care for the dam, puppies, 
and resulting dogs. 

 

5. Responsible Placement of Puppies 

Breeders are responsible for ensuring that puppies are placed in suitable and responsible homes. 

Members must not supply puppies to third parties, organisations, or agents for the purpose of resale, 
brokering, or commercial rehoming. 

Breeders should make reasonable efforts to ensure that prospective owners understand the 
responsibilities of dog ownership and the needs of the breed. 

 

6. Transparency and Honesty 

Members must act honestly and transparently when representing their dogs, breeding programs, and 
puppies. 

Members must not: 

 • misrepresent pedigree information 
 • misrepresent registration status 
 • make misleading claims regarding health, temperament, or suitability for specialised roles. 
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Members must provide accurate information to puppy purchasers regarding the care and welfare of 
the dog. 

 

7. Responsibility for Dogs Bred 

Breeders acknowledge a continuing responsibility for the welfare of dogs they produce. 

Breeders should make reasonable efforts to assist with the rehoming of any dog they have bred if the 
owner can no longer keep the dog. 

Breeders should not knowingly allow dogs they have bred to enter situations where welfare may be 
compromised. 

 

8. Responsibility to the Society 

Members must support the integrity and objectives of the Australian Cobberdog Society. 

Members must: 

 • comply with the Society’s Constitution, Code of Conduct, Breeder Standards, and policies 
 • maintain accurate records in the ACS registry 
 • cooperate with reasonable requests from the Society relating to registry administration and breed 
governance. 

 

9. Compliance with Laws and Regulations 

Members must comply with all applicable laws and regulations relating to the breeding, ownership, 
care, sale, and transport of dogs within their jurisdiction. 

This includes, but is not limited to: 

 • animal welfare legislation 
 • breeder registration requirements 
 • council or municipal regulations 
 • microchipping and registration requirements 
 • export and transport regulations. 

Members are responsible for ensuring their activities comply with the laws applicable in their country, 
state, or local authority. 
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10. Image Representation 

Members must ensure that photographs, videos, graphics, and other visual representations of dogs 

accurately reflect the dog being represented. 

Where Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been used to generate, create, or materially alter an image of a 

dog or puppy, the image must be clearly identified as AI-generated or AI-enhanced each time it is 

published, displayed, advertised, promoted, or shared.  

Standard photographic editing, including cropping, lighting, colour correction, background 

adjustments, and similar enhancements, is permitted provided the image continues to accurately 

represent the dog. 

 

11. Compliance with the ACS Code of Ethics 

Failure to comply with this Code of Ethics may result in disciplinary action in accordance with the 
Constitution and policies of the Australian Cobberdog Society. 
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